Biosketch/agency background

Kathy C. Bryson is the Director of International Training at SIFAT, a Christian non-
profit organization focusing on training for meeting basic human needs through
community development and appropriate technologies. SIFAT’s two target groups are
grass-roots community leaders in the developing world and Americans wanting to learn
practical ways to make a difference.

SIFAT’s 175- acre training campus based in rural Alabama includes a simulated Global
Village where students come to learn about basic human needs in the developing world,
and see appropriate technologies that can impact poverty. SIFAT also has projects
overseas where interns may work and learn ways of combating poverty first hand.

Since 1979, SIFAT has trained international community leaders from 80 countries. Last
year over 3,000 American youth participated in SIFAT’s campus educational programs
geared to increase awareness of world hunger and poverty. College students participate
in Practicums for academic credit. SIFAT collaborates with the Sparkman Center for
Global Health and the University of Alabama in Birmingham (NIH-Global Health
Framework Program) in sponsoring workshops, conferences, and courses for academic
credit.

Kathy has a Master’s of Public Health in maternal and child health from the University of
Alabama in Birmingham, and a Master’s of Hispanic studies from Auburn University.
She has a B.A. from Wheaton College in sociology with an emphasis in Human Needs
and Global Resources. Her motivation for being involved in world hunger and
development issues stems from having spent many years living with the poor and
experiencing their struggles first hand. She has lived and worked in Bolivia, Ecuador,
Haiti, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, and Mexico.



