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Dear counselor,
First, thank you for the time, energy and talents that you gave so freely last summer. The reason that our program was successful was because of you and your commitment to serve God the way He has directed you. Arguably the important thing that students see during our summer experience is your willingness to serve. You model for them the life of someone who has chosen to follow Christ daily. This is not something that we can teach but a testament to the person that you are.
We pray that your time away from SIFAT has been fruitful and God has continued to work in you. We are excited about the possibility of having you back on staff for another summer!

Because we have worked with you before this application is going to look a little different. One of the things that we are going to be looking for in returning staff is growth. We want to see how you have grown since your time with us last summer. This growth is very important because we believe that if we do not grow we die. Jesus speaks in John 15 about remaining in the Father. If we do not remain in the Father then we will not produce fruit. To produce fruit we must grow.

It is important to know that former staff members are not guaranteed a summer staff position. We are going to prayerfully put together a team under Gods guidance according to what will be most effective for the summer experience.  
We are excited that you are interested applying again and can’t wait to hear from you! Thank you for taking the time to fill out this application. Please contact me at matthewsj@sifat.org or call at (256) 396-2015 if you have any questions. 

Jillian Matthews

Campus Program Manager
About SIFAT:

Servants in Faith and Technology (SIFAT) is an international Christian nonprofit organization that merges faith and appropriate technology for the purpose of enabling international community leaders to go back to their countries and train their own people who are struggling to meet their basic needs of food, water and shelter. Since its foundation in 1979, SIFAT has trained community leaders from 90 countries around the world. We have a 176 acre campus in Lineville, AL that serves as our “home base”. On our campus we hold two annual trainings to equip these international community leaders. 

L&S Summer Counselor:

Being L&S summer counselor is a very challenging, but rewarding experience! As a counselor, you will be stretched mentally, physically and spiritually. We are looking for counselors that are mature in their faith and are capable of modeling a lifestyle of love and service to the 7-12 grade students who attend. While fulfilling the role of a L&S summer counselor you will gain valuable experience in things like;

•
Appropriate technology such as water purification, sustainable agriculture, and fuel efficient cook stoves.

•
Teaching appropriate technology to North Americans.

•
Working with international community leaders from around the world.

•
Teaching, leading, fostering, encouraging and learning from youth and young people from around the United States.

•
Working with young people who have the same passions for bridging the gap between students here in America and our brothers and sisters around the world.

SIFAT offers first year L&S summer counselors a weekly salary of $175 and an increase of $10/week for each year on staff. (For example:  2nd year staff are paid $185/week, 3rd year staff are paid $195/week, etc.)

If after prayerful consideration you are interested in being a part of this ministry this summer, please fill out the attached application and return to:

SIFAT Learn & Serve

2944 County Road 113

Lineville, AL 36266

Or if you have any questions, please call: 256-396-2015 or e-mail learnandserve@sifat.org

IMPORTANT DATES:
2016 Learn and Serve Summer Dates:

Staff Training week: May 29-June 4, 2015

All L&S Summer Staff are required to report to SIFAT May 29 and depart Aug 1
Applications must be submitted to SIFAT no later than January 31, 2016
Returning Counselor Application

Name:________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

Phone #: _____________________

Email:________________________

Age/DOB:_____________________Year Graduated H.S.: ___________




Preferred denomination: _________

Home church: _________________

Address: ______________________

Church phone: _________________

Pastor’s Name: ________________

Do you have health insurance? ____

What company?________________

********************************************************************************************

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

List any employment since your last day of summer camp:

1) Business________________________
Supervisor__________________

Address___________________________
Phone_____________________

__________________________________
Dates______________________

2) Business________________________
Supervisor__________________

Address___________________________
Phone_____________________

__________________________________
Dates_____________________

********************************************************************************************

REFERENCE

Please list one reference that has been involved in your spiritual growth over the last year (for example:  campus minister, mentor, pastor, prayer group member, etc).  

1) Name___________________________
Phone_____________________

     Relationship to you____________________________________________

1) How did you reach the decision to apply to be a counselor again?

2) What ministries have you been involved in since you left camp last summer?

3) In what area of your life did you grow the most last summer?  Please cite specific examples if possible.

4) What do you feel was your greatest strength as a counselor last summer?

5) What did you feel was your greatest weakness as a counselor last summer?  

6) Rate yourself as a roommate to the other counselors last summer.  Give specific details to support your rating.

7) What was most difficult for you about serving at camp last summer?   How will you prepare to handle that difficulty this summer if accepted?

8) List one lesson or idea you gained at camp that you have applied to your life.

9) Can you foresee any reason why you would not be able to complete the entire summer on staff?

Essay Question: Read the Parable of the Great Banquet in Luke 14:15-24. In this story which character do you identify with most and why?
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