
[Merry Christmas]
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 

At this time of year, we want to THANK YOU for helping 
SIFAT share the love of Christ to so many people around the 
world. We sing the song “Christmas is the most wonderful 
time of the year”, but without people like you that have 
supported SIFAT in 2019 (and for the last 40 years) with 
your time, talents and treasures, there would be hundreds 
of people around the world that look at December 25 as just 
another day of struggling to survive. 

I am so amazed at the generosity of you that know and 
practice It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
Because of you, SIFAT has been able to give training sessions 
throughout this year both in Alabama and in Costa Rica. 
But, we were able to do more than training. Many of you 
personally served on mission teams. Others helped us get 
seed money for our graduates to put into practice their own 
projects when they returned home. 

In August, I went with Auburn University’s Engineers 
without Borders to install an irrigation system near 
Quesimpuco, Bolivia. This brought food security to a village 
where before people often died of starvation during the dry 
season. I bought a little jar of honey from the Beekeepers 
Association of Quesimpuco to give to Mom and Dad. They 
surprised me when they were so emotional over that little 
jar of honey. I understood why when they told me this story.  

SIFAT was only two years old when CENATEC, our partner 
organization in Bolivia, asked us to send a missionary to 
Quesimpuco to teach them more of the Bible and how to 
raise bees. SIFAT sent Steve Murphy, a staff member at the 
time.  According to Benjo, the community in Quesimpuco had 
a very successful week learning from Steve. Some of them 
became Christians and still are today. Afterward, the people 
began to make their own hives and get their own bees. I 
had not thought to tell Mom and Dad that after all these 
years, the honey project is still going strong in Quesimpuco. 
In some of the surrounding villages, almost every house has 
a beehive. 

If a project lasts 10 years after the missionary leaves, 
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it should be successful long term. But if it is still working after 20 years, then it is a project that 
has become part of the people’s lives. It has and will continue to bless them. Honey has helped the 
impoverished people of Quesimpuco have better health and nutrition, and it has given them a way to 
help support themselves by selling the surplus! No wonder Mom and Dad were thrilled to see a jar of 
honey that was produced this year from the project they initiated 38 years ago. And it happened because 
people like you prayed and paid for Steve Murphy’s ticket to go to Bolivia to teach. Those who became 
Christians are older now and are still serving our Lord. The beekeeping project has been handed down 
and taught to the third generation. It has stood the test of time. The project is their very own, and they 
will work to keep it going.  

We are thankful for those of you that helped support SIFAT International Graduates’ Projects 
Committee that is working to help raise funds, so that our students from poor areas can return and put 
into practice what they learned at SIFAT. Your generous giving has helped us host the training sessions 
and help some graduates with seed money to get their projects started. We pray and trust that these new 
projects will also continue to do God’s work among people in need into the future as the Honey Bee 
project in Quesimpuco still does. We hope that as you celebrate Christmas, it will bring you joy to know 
that we are using your donations, and relying on your prayers, to keep SIFAT serving into the future. 
Your gifts make a difference now, and like the honey in Quesimpuco, may the things you started through 
SIFAT continue to make a difference in lives many years from now. We want the world to know that 
Jesus is alive today and that He came to bring us Life More Abundant! Merry Christmas! 

Benjo works with our team and the Quesimpuco community 
on the new microirrigation system — in the background 
are white beehive boxes that still provide 38 years after 

beekeeping was first introduced here by SIFAT.

Participants in a SIFAT training held in Costa Rica learn how 
to monitor waterways. Our Central American Training Center 

in Costa Rica is providing more accessible conferences and 
workshops to those unable to travel to Alabama.


